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total enrollment of 8,004 members from 136 local units 
in eighty-six counties was recorded, with nearly 900 
official delegates, and several hundred other members 
in attendance. It was a triumph for the reorganiza- 
tion plan adopted at the meeting in Raleigh in 1919. 
This remarkable achievement was due in large part 
to the patient and effective work of Secretary Allen. 



President Underwood provided a highly creditable 
program for the general sessions, proved to be a very 
skillful presiding officer, and made at the Thursday 
evening session one of the most thoughtful addresses 
ever given on that occasion. He spoke informally, 
without manuscript, and in his usual sincere manner, 
of the vital obligations of teachers and teaching. The 
informal character of the occasion was refreshing. 



The departmental meetings, more than a dozen in 
number, were largely attended. The programs were 
timely and were widely participated in by the teachers. 
Throughout most of the departments the report of 
the educational commission and the proposed code 
based on its findings received chief attention. 



A more lively discussion has rarely been heard than 
that which took place in the county superintendents' 
section over the recommendation of the commission 
that boards of education be elected by popular vote 
at special, non-partisan elections. Some of the super- 
intendents appeared very unhappy about it. Action 
was not taken at the time, but State Superintendent 
Brooks was requested by the body to call the county 
superintendents into conference at an early date to dis- 
cuss the matter further. Later the commission de- 
cided not to recommend to the Legislature a change 
in the present method of electing boards of education. 



The State Board of Examiners and Institute Con- 
ductors has done its work so well, it was stated at the 
Assembly, that the Board has actually worked itself 
out of a job. If the commission's recommendation 
concerning the certification of teachers is enacted into 
law, as it is likely to be, the work of certification is 
to be placed under a division in the State Board of 
Education, and this division will be under the direc- 
tion of Mr. A. T. Allen, the present Secretary of the 
Board of Examiners. 



The address of Dr. Frank P. Bachman Wednesday 
evening, on the survey of the State, the annual sermon 
by Dr. W. D. Moss at noon Thanksgiving, and the 
address of Dr. George A. Works on Friday evening 
were other outstanding features of the program. 



Superintendent R. H. Latham, of Winston-Salem, 
whose public educational services in that progressive 
city have been remarkable for sanity and vision, will 
make a worthy leader of the teaching forces in the 
State during the coming year. He will provide a good 
program and will no doubt demonstrate here as in all 
his other undertakings a high order of leadership. 



The selection of President C. E. Brewer, of Mere- 
dith College, as vice-president of the Assembly, is an 
honor worthily bestowed. He succeeds to the presi- 
dency for 1922. 



Superintendent Brooks was in high spirits and in 
high favor. Already he has more than justified Gov- 
ernor Bickett's judgment in selecting him to succeed 
Dr. Joyner two years ago. Dr. Brooks and his work 
loomed large at Asheville and his broad vision for 
public education in North Carolina and his fine social 
and professional qualities are most reassuring for the 
cause. In appreciation of his services President 
Underwood on Wednesday evening presented to Dr. 
Brooks, in very appropriate and happy manner, a 
watch and chain, the gift of the teachers of the State. 



The address of Dr. Edwin Mims, of Vanderbilt 
University, on Thursday evening was superior for its 
thoughtful and inspirational values. It was a real 
challenge to the large audience who listened eagerly to 
every word. Dr. Mims was formerly professor of 
English at Trinity College and later at the University 
of North Carolina, and at one time he served as presi- 
dent of the Assembly. He has hundreds of friends in 
North Carolina who appreciate and love him. It was 
delightful to have him return with such a powerful 
message. And he had a perfect picnic with his old 
friends! — Edgar W. Knight. 

THE LATIN COLUMN 



NIGHTMARE of the man who was positive that 
Rome and Latin had never done him any good. 
The man who hated Latin awoke, or thought he did, 
to find to his great delight that everything Roman was 
banished from the earth. His delight however was 
short-lived, for at once he found great difficulty in 
expressing himself. He had lost a lot of words. In 
his office he needed any number of business terms, and 
when he came to write business letters he was hard 
put to it. Via, per cent, capital, interest, note, destina- 
tion, terminus, and a host of other words were gone. 
Over his lunch he would have enjoyed a little talk on 
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politics with a friend; but congress, senators, repre- 
sentatives, republican, national, navy, army, legal, 
local — all were lost for him, so that he had a poor 
time telling how he thought the country should be 
run. 

But loss of words was not his only difficulty. He 
discovered that the Roman numerals on the face of 
his watch had disappeared. He wanted to figure out 
the interest on some notes; but when he looked for 
his calendar it was gone, and though he tried his best, 
he could not recall the name of a single month, or the 
number of days in it. He decided then that it was 
quitting time and that he needed a rest at home after 



a day so unusually strenuous. On the way he bought 
a newspaper, only to find that it was practically im- 
possible to read it, for blank spaces met his eye 
wherever capital letters should have been. 

When he reached home he was so completely ex- 
hausted — he could not say so in these terms, but said 
that he was all at sixes and sevens — that he decided 
to call in a doctor. He could not recollect the word. 
While he was trying to, a friend rushed in with the 
news that prohibition (and temperance, if he liked) 
was no more. This news was so startling in more 
ways than one that he awoke, and behold, it was a 
dream. — G. A. H. 



NORTH CAROLINA SCHOOL NOTES 



Figures available at the state department of educa- 
tion in Raleigh show that there are now enrolled in the 
high schools of North Carolina approximately 25,000 
pupils. Of these about 3,000 will be graduated in the 
spring of 1921. This is an increase of nearly 400% 
in the number of graduates from high schools in North 
Carolina in five years. 

Superintendent F. W. Eason, of Camden County, 
reports the recent consolidation of three one-teacher 
schools. The new $30,000 high school building at Old 
Trap will be ready for use this month. 

Miss Mabel Evans, superintendent of the Dare 
County schools, reports the organization of Parent- 
Teacher associations in most of the two or three-teacher 
school districts. Every school in the county was able 
to open by the middle of October in spite of the dif- 
ficulty of finding teachers. The Manteo High School 
has three full-time teachers. 

Superintendent McBryde, of Cumberland County, 
reports two recent consolidations, one in Gray's Creek 
Township, and the other in Black River Township. 
In the former five schools with eight teachers were 
consolidated into one school, and the community ex- 
pects to vote $25,000 for the erection of a ten room 
building, equipped in all respects for a modern ele- 
mentary and high school. In both the townships pupils 
are successfully transported. 

Superintendent C. M. Dickson, of Ashe County, is 
making plans for a county-wide commencement next 
spring. Interest in consolidation is also gaining there. 

Superintendent T. T. Murphy, of Pender County, 
reports that the school committee in one of the pro- 
posed consolidated districts of that county is planning 
to visit Wilson County for the purpose of studying 
consolidation. 



Superintendent Wooten, of Columbus County, is 
holding county-wide teachers' meetings monthly and 
the teachers are this year giving especial attention to 
rural school sanitation. Group meetings are also held 
for reading circle work. Attendance in the Columbus 
County schools has been exceptionally good. 

Superintendent W. F. Walters, of Tyrrell County, 
reports five new school buildings, one of which is an 
eight-room brick building. 

Mrs. Virginia Kennedy, Rural Supervisor of Beau- 
fort County, writes that the number of second-grade 
teachers has been reduced from 42 to 11. This im- 
provement is reported due to the county summer 
schools. Beaufort is working on a consolidation of 
three school districts. 

Assistant County Superintendent Catlett reports a 
survey of all the city and rural schools of New Han- 
over County. The survey is being made under the 
direction of Dr. Shelton Phelps, of the George Pea- 
body College for Teachers. This county had 100% 
membership in the North Carolina Teachers Assembly. 
Wilmington is erecting a high school building at a 
cost of a half million dollars. 

Superintendent A. M. Proctor, of Wayne County, 
writes that twelve of the rural schools are doing high 
school work. Four of these have four-year courses. 
Consolidation is moving forward rapidly. Six one- 
teacher schools were abolished last year and elections 
pending or already carried will consolidate at least 
seven more this year. Seven motor trucks are in use. 
Miss Lillian Crisp, of Falkland, has been employed 
as full-time supervisor. 

Superintendent Beam, of Person County, writes that 
the new Bethel Hill High School is nearing completion. 



